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2020: A year of new challenges

Both globally and here in Sub-Saharan Africa where we are active, growers continue to face
daunting new obstacles. The spread of the Covid-19 coronavirus presents our latest and
biggest challenge – country borders are closing, and self-isolation and social distancing are
recommended to flatten the virus’s exponential growth curve.

Food production must continue despite this, and we believe that all who work in the agricultural
sector should view this as a call to arms. Let’s view this as an opportunity to work together to
find creative solutions to what we are facing. Let’s think smart and stay positive, responsible
and accountable.

Mitigating growing food security issues by making use of digitisation, automation, AI
technologies and remote learning (for valuable data collection), as well as cultivating highly
nutritious crops and those that have become known as superfruits (such as blueberries,
avocadoes and cherries) are key areas where we are concentrating our efforts as irrigation
and fertigation specialists. This is not only to ensure the livelihood of growers, but also to help
feed the world and meet demands.

We do not know what the future holds, but we believe in making use of our team’s knowledge
and expertise and the technologies available to us to help ensure continued quality growth for
our sector. Let’s stay focused and move forward. A "can do" attitude goes a long way!

Angola update: Coffee and citrus growing apace

It’s an exciting time for our Angolan operations. Quibala in the Kuanza Sul province, where
Cherry Irrigation established our official base in 2019, is the centre of initiatives to establish
large-scale coffee and citrus plantations. Both crops have massive export potential, and we are
working on proposals to assist growers and investors with best-in-class fertigation and irrigation
systems. Our team strives to ensure that environmentally and financially sustainable cultivation
systems are put in place wherever we work.

In addition, due to the Angolan
government’s continued focus on
supporting and developing subsistence
farming, Cherry Irrigation has a mandate
in place to assist smaller-scale growers by
developing their knowledge and expertise.
Both from a food security and social
upliftment perspective, we want to help in
making farming operations in the region
functional and optimal, not only at
subsistence level, but also on a
commercial scale.

Cost-effective automated technologies
along with other equipment that we supply
in the region will potentially benefit local
growers immensely. With the region’s dry
season imminent, and low rainfall
expected from May, more intensive
irrigation will be required in coming weeks.
Our capable and dedicated team, led by
Nelus de Waal, is working steadfastly
alongside our Angolan partners to prepare
and have the right tools and systems in
place for the dry season.

Namibia: The fruits of our labour

Namibian manager Willem Mostert and his team have been hard at work these past few
months. We are busy settling into our operations base in Lafrenz, Windhoek, from which we
serve the country’s growers, and Willem has travelled the length and breadth of his homeland
meeting with farmers, investigating farming conditions and establishing new ties.

Accurate surveying and good planning lie at the core of any Cherry Irrigation undertaking, and
from growing flowers to apples to blueberries to a broad range of vegetables, our projects in the
region are expanding by the day. Most cultivation at this stage is happening under cover to
contend with Namibia’s continued water scarcity issues.

Given the prevailing drought conditions in parts of
the region, we are committed to finding innovative
irrigation solutions based on the most appropriate
technologies. We want to encourage farmers to
obtain a balance between producing food for local
consumption and producing high-value crops for
the export market. We like to work with growers to
help advise them on careful and appropriate crop
selection and continue to bring our knowledge
and experience to the table to add value.

Read more about our Namibian operations

Our team’s quality growth

We are excited to welcome four new team members – more hands on deck to build
capacity and enable us to fulfil our service delivery promise.

Werner de Leeuw den Bouter, senior irrigation
designer

Werner is a qualified mechanical engineer, with a diploma
from the former Cape Technikon (now CPUT). A SABI-
approved irrigation designer, he is highly versed in
irrigation design with over 25 years’ professional industry
experience, including a term as vice-president of SABI. His
core strengths are adaptability, problem-solving and a
focused and systematic approach to design. He
particularly prides himself on delivering hydraulically
correct designs. Werner values a solutions-driven mindset,
punctuality and neatness, and believes in always providing
a high level of customer service.

He is a dedicated family man who loves nothing better than heading for the great spaces in the
Karoo or Cederberg to enjoy a camping holiday with his wife, son and daughter.

Gert Coetzee, irrigation designer

Gert is a SABI-approved irrigation designer with a solid
professional background in infrastructure development and
project management. After graduating from Stellenbosch
University with a degree in civil engineering, he worked in
construction for some years throughout South Africa and
Namibia before transitioning to irrigation. For the past two
years, he has focused on designing micro and drip
irrigation systems. He is a keen sportsman who participates
in triathlons and the Iron Man challenge each year.

He also enjoys mountain biking and golf. Gert believes in
maintaining a good work-life balance and always making quality time for friends and family.

Tasha van Niekerk, chemical engineer

Tasha recently graduated from Stellenbosch University
with a degree in chemical engineering and is excited about
working in the irrigation industry. She values hard work and
perseverance and loves working as part of a team and
continuously learning new skills. Tasha is a natural
problem-solver with a “can do” mindset. This enthusiastic
addition to the Cherry team enjoys playing weekly board
games, freehand drawing and a good old-fashioned road
trip.

Lee-Roy Erasmus, warehouse en supply chain
manager

Lee-Roy is a man of many interests and talents who has
worked in the irrigation industry since 2010. His strengths in
problem-solving and analysing patterns and procedures to
streamline and minimise disruptions will stand him in good
stead in his new post. He enjoys optimising systems to
streamline efficiency. Lee-Roy holds a Unisa certificate in
purchasing and supply chain management, and has also
completed the SABI irrigation design course to add to his
qualifications.

Lee-Roy is happily married and has a five-year-old son. He is also a classically trained
musician who enjoys fly fishing when outdoors and online gaming or watching motorsport
when he stays in.

Sharing knowledge and connecting with stakeholders

Various members of the Cherry Irrigation team have had the privilege of attending key industry
events over the past few months.

Here are a few of the highlights:

• Africa Agri Tech Conference and Expo: 
  18-21 February 2020

This valuable research and networking event,
which was hosted in Pretoria, proved both
valuable and insightful. Learning about continued
advances in agricultural technologies keeps us at
the forefront of our industry. We look forward to
attending the Agritech Africa International Expo
scheduled for 17-20 June 2020 in Cape Town
(agritech-africa.com).

• Undercover Farming Expo: 
  24-25 February 2020

Always a highlight on our calendar, this year’s
focus for those involved in horticulture included
recycling and management of run-off water,
vertical farming and how to maximise profits in
undercover vegetable production, among other
worthwhile topics.

• South African Avocado Growers’ Association
  (SAAGA) Research Symposium: 
  13 February 2020

With the increased cultivation of avocados across
South Africa due to market demands, this event in
Tzaneen was important for us in a key growth
area. Understanding the links between climate,
soils and cultivars helps us offer our clients crucial
advice and support for stable and viable yields.

• IPPS Conference: 3-5 March 2020

Key staff attended the 23rd annual conference of
the regional wing of the International Plant
Propagators’ Society (IPPS). The event took place
in Johannesburg earlier this month, focusing on
the theme “From roots to shoots”. We would like
to congratulate Jason Myburgh, who was elected
as the horticultural organisation’s new president
at the AGM that took place during the conference
proceedings.

Netafim automation training

In order to provide our clients with the highest level of service, we sent a group of nine
designers, technicians and installers to attend a three-day training course on automation and
fertigation technologies. The training was presented by staff from the agritech company
Netafim, one of our key industry partners. Delegates were trained on operating the various
automated fertigation systems that we include in many of our designs.

The computerised control of fertigation systems provide many advantages to growers.
Automated application allows for greater uniformity than those achieved by hand or tractor
drawn equipment. Applications to the root zones of crops are also far more precise, meaning
there is far less unnecessary wastage of expensive fertiliser products. Automation also prevents
workers from being exposed to potentially harmful chemicals.

We wish to thank the local Netafim team for their invaluable insights and knowledge
sharing.

The avo answer?

We recently began work on a project to establish
avocado orchards in the Western Cape. The
endeavour is exciting for many reasons,
specifically as it points to the potential to cultivate
this much-in-demand and highly nutritious fruit in
areas beyond traditional geographical cultivation
regions such as Mpumalanga and KwaZulu-Natal.

Worldwide demand for this popular “good fats” cash crop indicates enormous potential to
expand cultivation across Southern Africa, specifically in non-traditional locations. On traditional
terrain, the dark-skinned Hass and Hass-type avocados remain the largest cultivar group,
seconded by green-skinned cultivars such as the popular Fuerte avocado. Growers are now
also experimenting with new cultivars in the Western and Eastern Cape. This is something our
team is actively exploring, investigating, researching and encouraging.

While local consumption accounts for a large portion of sales, increased export to China down
the line may also present exciting export opportunities for local growers. Please contact our
team for more information.

E-CONNECT WITH US ONLINE
We share news about our activities as well as industry-related information on our social media
pages. We invite you to connect with us on LinkedIn, Facebook and Instagram.

CONTACT US
Cherry Irrigation specialises in the

design and implementation of all

types of agri-irrigation systems. We

have more than 30 years’ experience

in the industry. Our success is tied to

our willingness to stay up to date with

new methods and technology.

South Africa     |     Angola     |     Namibia

info@cherryirrigation.com

(+27) 21 859 4246
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