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Successful adaptation to changing landscapes

The past eight months or so have presented a learning curve for most residents of Planet
Earth in one way or another. There has seldom been a time we were better able to apply one
of Cherry Irrigation’s core values – that of adaptability.

We believe in navigating crises, such as the Covid-19 pandemic, by being responsible,
pragmatic and above all proactive. When things get tough, our team doesn’t just sit back and
give up. Instead we get up and get going, working on a Plan B, C or D. We aim to explore the
unexpected opportunities any crisis offers.

From health and safety precautions and staff education to adapting transport protocols (the
limitation of only being allowed three team members per vehicle means more bakkies on the
road and to site during lockdown), to international travel restrictions (resulting in hundreds of
hours spent on digital conference calls with clients and partners … Zoom, Teams and
WhatsApp are indeed our friends!) and unfortunate delays in equipment deliveries, we’ve
navigated and negotiated these strange times as positively as we could. And we succeeded.

Cherry Irrigation continues to develop and grow as a business. We have a strong and capable
team and bases of operation in three Southern African countries – South Africa, Namibia and
Angola. We’re still going and growing places each and every day. And we remain grateful to all
who play a role in our success. As lockdown restrictions ease, we look forward to some
overdue face time with cross-border clients. 

Berry boom

Along with adaptability, innovation is another of our core company values. The two go hand in
hand when it comes to showcasing some of our recent projects. It is exciting and gratifying to
help growers cultivate crops in unusual and non-traditional regions, using strategic irrigation
design. This kind of groundbreaking and experimental work helps us pioneer developments on
the African continent that will aid farmers and horticulturalists commercially and help with food
security issues and environmental sustainability over the long term.

Blueberries:  Mashare, Kavango East, Namibia

July 2020 saw the commencement of Namibia’s first-ever commercial harvest of blueberries
by the Namibian company Mashare Berries Farming. The historic harvest began a 20 ha
development located close to the Kavango River between Mashare and Mupapama villages in
northern Namibia.

The fruit is being sold and marketed under the trading name Namib Blue and is earmarked for
Namibian as well as international consumption. The berries are also exported to markets
across Europe and Asia and Indian Ocean islands, including Mauritius, the Maldives and the
Seychelles.

A Cherry Irrigation team (led by senior designer Hilgard Rossouw) designed and implemented
the fully automated drip irrigation (and fertigation management) system for the landmark
project.

Read more

Cherries:  Maloney’s Eye, Krugersdorp area, Gauteng, South Africa

In 2019, we began developing an automated irrigation system for cherry orchards on
Maloney’s Eye farm at the origin of the Crocodile River. The initial development consisted of
two one-hectare sites, and a further 10 hectares are being planted now, with saplings under
net (for cooling purposes as well as protection against hail.)

A combination of cultivars that are less cold unit dependent (due to the climate) were planted
and first harvests are earmarked for 2022. This may be one of our first forays into cherry
cultivation, but it certainly won’t be our last! Our team is keen to explore other sites where fruit
can be cultivated using these new techniques.

New product partnerships

As part of our learning mindset, we continuously seek out partnerships with innovative, forward
thinking service providers and manufacturers. We like to join forces with like-minded companies
so that we can offer clients a superior quality of product and service.

Our most recent collaborations (for sales, distribution, installation and maintenance) are with 
Crop Systems and Biorock.

Crop Systems supplies integrated, state-of-the-art information technology solutions and
irrigation scheduling equipment. They are leaders in the field of precision agriculture and
supply technology that allows growers to observe, measure and respond to inter- and intra-
field variability in crops.

Using a trickling filtration process, proprietary media and natural aeration, the Biorock range
offers complete domestic wastewater recycling solutions for both greywater and blackwater. By
retrofitting a Biorock system to an existing septic tank, you can recycle 100% of the water,
including nutrients, for irrigation, which is a great plus for smallholders.

In our quest to be a solution provider in the industry, these products are sure to add more
distinguished options to our product basket. End users and retailers can contact us at
info@cherryirrigation.com for more information.

Quality growth for Team Cherry continues

In July and August respectively, we welcomed two new staff members and are pleased to have
them both on board.

Luan Retief, technical manager 

Luan describes himself as highly motivated and
task-orientated. He holds a national diploma in
mechanical engineering from Unisa and is pursuing
a BCom degree in business management. Luan
has extensive experience in installing irrigation and
dosing systems and is therefore a perfect fit for his
position as technical manager. A self-proclaimed
family man, Luan and his wife became first-time
parents towards the end of July. He is also an
active sportsman and enjoys woodwork and DIY
projects.

Lizelle Philander, HR and compliance officer

Lizelle graduated from the Cape Peninsula
University of Technology (CPUT) in 2009 with a
national diploma in human resource management.
Over the past decade she has worked in HR,
managing diverse portfolios, including staff
recruitment and selection, health and safety,
benefits structures, payroll assistance, COID
management, staff training and wellness, logistics
coordination and tax administration.

At Cherry Irrigation, Lizelle is responsible for managing our ISO and other health and safety
certifications, together with HR-related tasks. She is passionate about events coordination,
planning and fundraising for community projects. In her free time, she enjoys camping, beach
walks, parties, singing, attending or organising women’s empowerment functions, watching
plays and live musical performances.

Food for Mzansi: 
Learner Connect Series features team member

Cherry Irrigation’s design and consulting manager, Isobel van der Stoep, was selected to
participate in an exciting Food for Mzansi initiative that champions role models in the
agricultural sector. The Learner Connect interview series is a collaboration with the AgriSETA
and forms part of Food for Mzansi’s overall mandate to share agri-sector success stories. The
organisation works to cast the spotlight on groundbreakers in the field to inspire young people
to explore career opportunities.

In her interview, Isobel offers practical advice for interested learners, mentions career
highlights and accomplishments, and also shares her insights on requirements for a
successful career as irrigation engineer. 

Click here to read her story

New social media profiles

We recently launched two new Facebook pages,
and updated and streamlined our existing social
media profiles. Along with our original business
page, Cherry Irrigation now also has individual
Facebook business pages for our operations bases
in Namibia and Angola.

In addition, we’ve created a fourth business page that promotes specific Products & Services
we’d like our clients and followers to know more about. We remain active on LinkedIn and
Instagram. Be sure to like and follow us to stay informed! Click on the links below to check out
each page:

E-CONNECT WITH US ONLINE
We share news about our activities as well as industry-related information on our social media
pages. We invite you to connect with us on LinkedIn, Facebook and Instagram.

CONTACT US
Cherry Irrigation specialises in the

design and implementation of all

types of agri-irrigation systems. We

have more than 30 years’ experience

in the industry. Our success is tied to

our willingness to stay up to date with

new methods and technology.

South Africa     |     Angola     |     Namibia

info@cherryirrigation.com

(+27) 21 859 4246

Manage your preferences | Opt out using TrueRemove®
Got this as a forward? Sign up to receive our future emails.

View this email online.

Worcester Street 
Grabouw, Western Cape | 7160 ZA

This email was sent to . 
To continue receiving our emails, add us to your address book.

Subscribe to our email list.

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Successful%20adaptation%20to%20changing%20landscapes+https://t.e2ma.net/webview/30j73c/b5d171d90f0d7e2297339fba9f177bb6
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=https://t.e2ma.net/webview/30j73c/b5d171d90f0d7e2297339fba9f177bb6
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://t.e2ma.net/webview/30j73c/b5d171d90f0d7e2297339fba9f177bb6
https://www.cherryirrigation.com/news/
mailto:info@cherryirrigation.com
https://www.foodformzansi.co.za/agriseta-learner-connect-meet-an-irrigation-engineer/
https://www.facebook.com/CherryIrrigationNamibia/
https://www.facebook.com/CherryIrrigationAngola/
https://www.facebook.com/Cherry-Irrigation-Products-Services-107661891092642/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cherry-irrigation/
https://www.instagram.com/cherryirrigation/
https://www.facebook.com/CherryIrrigation/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6uxre1liDe9VKV1Cw_LuSA
https://www.instagram.com/cherryirrigation/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cherry-irrigation/
mailto:info@cherryirrigation.com
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1748064/1728661.171193493/
https://t.e2ma.net/webview/30j73c/b5d171d90f0d7e2297339fba9f177bb6
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1748064/1728661/?v=a

