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Midwinter news, with spring already waving at us
The year is passing by unbelievably fast, with spring just around the corner! The Cherry Irrigation team has
been blessed with ample work, keeping staff occupied and engaged. We currently have exciting projects
running across South Africa: in the Western, Eastern and Northern Cape, as well as the North-West province
and across the border in Namibia.

Covid-19 has certainly presented us with challenges, especially with regards to travel, but the agricultural
sector is fortunate to have experienced growth, for which we are very grateful. As a team, we are realising more
than ever that we need to communicate, support one another, weather challenges together and stay committed
and focused.

Our staff remains our greatest asset and here in midwinter some are taking a well-deserved break. But be
assured that our work continues and that we always have skilled employees available to assist clients new and
old. Staff development is also a key focus area for our business.

We have also started a delivery service to farms in the Grabouw area to ensure that our clients can keep their
irrigation systems in top condition. Winter is the perfect time to do essential system maintenance.

We are looking forward to the second half of the year, and hopefully a
decrease in covid-19 infections. The fruits and nuts our clients produce
make an important contribution to nutrition and to strengthen immune
systems, fighting disease symptoms.

We trust that all of you are taking the necessary precautions to stay safe and
that you’re getting vaccinated when possible. Stay positive in mind and
negative when it comes to covid-19!

We wish you all the best for the remainder of 2021.

Our (mostly quarterly) newsletters are a great way for us to
share valuable and practical information with our clients and
industry stakeholders.

That said, in compliance with the Protection of Personal Information
Act (POPIA), please note that you have the right to unsubscribe
should you no longer wish to receive email communication from us.
Simply click on the unsubscribe button at the end of this newsletter.

ISO compliance updates

Keeping our service offering at a globally recognised standard is a key aspect of what distinguishes Cherry
Irrigation as a partner and service provider in the agricultural sector. We therefore recently updated our ISO
(International Organization for Standardization) compliance certifications and are happy to report that our ISO
140001, 9001 and 45001 certifications for quality management, environmental management and occupational
health and safety respectively are now valid until 2022.

In addition, we’ve obtained an ISO 27001 certification for information security management systems. The latter
will assist our team with POPIA compliance, ensuring that we keep client and project information confidential,
using state-of-the-art systems. It helps us reduce the risk of security breaches and ensures procedural best
practices.

Inspiring example from Team Cherry
Growing places, growing people

"If you only do what you can do now, you’ll never be more than you are
now." That’s Lewellin Kennedy’s philosophy in life, and it lies behind his
dedication in all aspects of his life.

Lewellin started working at Cherry Irrigation in 2014, making deliveries and
picking up goods. He was then promoted to sales, and became a senior
storeman in 2017. In March this year he was promoted to warehouse
manager and Team Cherry is immensely proud of the commitment he has
shown in his career journey with us.

Lewellin spent the first eight years of his life in Namibia. When the family returned to South Africa, he had a
difficult period of adjustment with a different school curriculum and other challenges. During his last year in
primary school, the family moved to Grabouw, where he completed high school and spent holidays working at
Oak Valley Flowers. This is also where he met his wife, Michelle, and they have three sons, Tyler (15), Skyler (8)
and Cruden (3).

About building a career at Cherry Irrigation, Lewellin says it’s as if a sixth sense convinced him that this was a
place where he could grow. And he did, crediting the company for recognising potential in its employees.

With regard to Lewellin’s upward trajectory, general manager Isobel van der Stoep says: “Lewellin embodies
the enterprising nature and can-do attitude that we foster at Cherry Irrigation. His calm demeanor and practical
approach make him a good leader in a department where jobs have to be done quickly but accurately to ensure
that the right project material is delivered to the right place at the right time. This is exactly what we look for in
our employees and we are extremely proud of what he has accomplished so far.”

Lewellin is eager to keep developing himself as part of the core team at Cherry Irrigation. He says he is very
grateful for the trust that’s been vested in him, and we look forward to seeing what he accomplishes next. 

Pioneering partnerships and growing projects

Sampada Agri – strawberries

This 12,55ha drip irrigation project near Modimolle in Limpopo was developed by technical manager Hilgard
Rossouw. It features a state-of-the-art head control facility with vertical multistage pumps and 5-channel fertiliser
dosing machines with pH and EC control. It supplies water to parallel distribution systems to both irrigate and
cool the plants, producing export quality strawberries.

Strathbreede – blueberries

This blueberry farm near Wolseley in the Western Cape has been a Cherry Irrigation client since 2019, and the
crop area will cover 47ha when the latest phase is completed. Consisting of poly tunnels as well as net
structures covering berry plants in pots, the second phase included expansion of the high-tech head control
facility supplying irrigation and nutrients to the expansive irrigation project, also headed up by Hilgard Rossouw.

Sandvliet – pecan nuts

Our very first project with pecan nuts, this 120ha subsurface low-flow drip irrigation system on the banks of the
Orange River near Groblershoop sets a high standard for future developments in this area. It clearly shows
what’s possible for the region. Powered by four 22kW vertical multistage pumps, water is applied at high
efficiency in the root zone of the trees by means of multiple driplines per tree row. Inhouse designed and built
electrical panels with Siemens VSDs and a Farmsync control system, it provides the grower with information and
monitoring options for precise management of every aspect of the system. Charles Cherry and Hilgard Rossouw
have developed and managed this project to date.

Updates from across the Gariep River

Quality supplies and equipment 
at our shop in Windhoek
We recently celebrated the official opening of our
headquarters and irrigation supplies facility in Lafrenz,
Windhoek. We were thrilled to have valued associates
and clients present at the event, including Willem
Botha, Netafim SA marketing manager, as well as
Leonie Hartmann of the Avagro Group.

At Cherry Irrigation Namibia, we believe that quality
supplies and infrastructure play a crucial role in
developing the country’s agricultural sector to its full
capacity. That’s why we offer innovative design
solutions and specialised technical equipment that
does the job and lasts the course!

We’re also proud to have recently secured an agency
for Nastec, a manufacturer of state-of-the-art borehole
pumps which are available for sale at our shop, along

with a variety of other irrigation essentials. We invite Namibian growers to pay us a visit or get in touch!

Mashare, Namibia – various crops

We are currently installing equipment in the north of Namibia for a 280ha project to irrigate various grain and
cash crops. Consisting of seven 40ha Agrico centre pivots with Advanced Rain panels for smart control and
remote management, water is supplied from the Kavango River via float-mounted centrifugal pumps with 90kW
VSD controlled motors. This project is managed by Willem Mostert, our manager in Namibia.

Grabouw warehouse and shop deliveries

Service excellence is a cornerstone of Cherry Irrigation’s
professional client mandate. Retail manager Ganore Muller
says our new supplies delivery system that was
implemented in Grabouw to streamline service delivery is
adding a new dimension to our offering in this regard.

Instead of farmers having to drive to and fro to purchase
supplies, they can now simply order by telephone or email
and our trucks then make weekly deliveries.

E-CONNECT WITH US ONLINE
We share news about our activities as well as industry-related information on our social media
pages. We invite you to connect with us on LinkedIn, Facebook and Instagram.

CONTACT US
Cherry Irrigation specialises in the

design and implementation of all

types of agri-irrigation systems. We

have more than 30 years’ experience

in the industry. Our success is tied to

our willingness to stay up to date with

new methods and technology.

South Africa     |     Angola     |     Namibia

info@cherryirrigation.com 

willem.m@cherryirrigation.com

cornelus@cherryirrigation.com

(+27) 21 859 4246 - South Africa

(+264) 81 689 7453 - Namibia (Willem)

(+244) 940 860 578 - Angola (Nelus)
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